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Instructional Resources
These materials are intended to be primary learning resources for potential use in all AP Science courses.  They have not been adopted by the Virginia Department of Education.  Per School Board Policy IIAA, staff has reviewed materials currently adopted by the Virginia Department of Education and have deemed these suggested resources to be better suited to the specific curricular goals of needs of Albemarle County Public Schools within these courses.

Campbell Biology – AP* Edition
Student text and digital subscription
Benjamin Cummings

http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1294

The text can be purchased in a traditional print or digital subscription format (eTextbook). Both support a teacher resource package that integrates inquiry-centered instructional strategies and a concept-based approach to building student understanding. Campbell BIOLOGY encapsulates the scope of the AP* Biology curriculum while maintaining a connection to the concept-centered curriculum that serves as a backbone of Albemarle County Schools. Also particularly appealing to reviewing teachers is the potential use of MasteringBiology®, Pearson’s online assessment and tutorial program for biology. Purchase of the traditional text format includes supporting resources to assist teachers in integrating the concepts of the resource into classroom instruction, as well as a CD of student informational materials with each textbook.

Reviewing teachers found that the resource and companion teacher materials correlate well with the recently updated AP* Biology course criteria as updated by the College Board. Also, a majority of students who provided feedback on the resources collected for review preferred this resource in relation to the others in terms of the clarity of its information, layout of text features, and visual / graphic organizers.

Chemistry: The Central Science – AP* Edition
Student text and digital subscription
Prentice Hall

http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS128j

The text can be purchased in a traditional print or digital subscription format (eTextbook). Both support a teacher resource package that integrates inquiry-centered instructional strategies and a concept-based approach to building student understanding. Chemistry: The Central Science encapsulates the scope of the AP* Chemistry curriculum while maintaining a connection to the concept-centered curriculum that serves as a backbone of Albemarle County Schools. Also particularly appealing to reviewing teachers is the potential use of MasteringChemistry®, Pearson’s online assessment and tutorial program for chemistry. 

Reviewing teachers found that the resource and companion teacher materials correlate well with the current AP* Chemistry course criteria as updated by the College Board, as well as the most-recent preliminary update. These teachers champion the resource in terms of its visualizations (surpassing what was seen in other resources), its high degree of readability, and its connection to real-world examples. Also, a majority of students who provided feedback on the resources collected for review preferred this resource in relation to the others in terms of the clarity of its chapter summaries and key terms, as well as its layout of sample problems that pair mathematical solutions with side-by-side verbal explanations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]College Physics: A Strategic Approach
Student text and digital subscription
Addison Wesley

http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1lMk&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=811&PMDbSubCategoryId=23496&PMDbSubjectAreaId=23585&PMDbProgramId=69221

The text can be purchased in a traditional print or digital subscription format (eTextbook). Both support a teacher resource package that integrates inquiry-centered instructional strategies and a concept-based approach to building student understanding. College Physics: A Strategic Approach encapsulates the scope of the AP* Physics curriculum while maintaining a connection to the concept-centered curriculum that serves as a backbone of Albemarle County Schools. Also particularly appealing to reviewing teachers is the potential use of MasteringPhysics®, Pearson’s online assessment and tutorial program for physics. 

Reviewing teachers found that the resource and companion teacher materials correlate well with the current AP* Physics course criteria, while also positioning the county well for potential future connections between Physics I and AP Physics B. These teachers champion the resource in terms of its visualizations (surpassing what was seen in other resources), its high degree of readability, and its cross-curricular connections to biology and engineering concepts, its use of current educational methods (such as motion diagramming), and the liberal use of annotated diagrams in sample problem solutions.

